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On June 5th, 1967, the descendants of Mary Gibson Lewis 
gathered around a partly busted up concrete slab seven miles 
south of the center of Evanston city, Wyoming and 2600 feet 
from the Bear River. They were on state highway property 
but had special permission from the state of Wyoming to 
place a new granite monument at the grave site.  

 

 

The motivator behind this action was Celecta Ottley Haroldsen, great granddaughter of Mary Gibson 
Lewis. She remembers that her grandmother, Waighty Celecta Lewis, didn’t know the exact burial place 
of her mother, only that it was along the Bear River in Wyoming, south of Evanston.  

 
 
Since that day, other relatives have 
returned to that site and others have 
attempted to but failed to find it. The 
purpose of this report is to identify 
the location with such precision that 
it will never be lost again 

 
 



 

https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/1050946?p=4608261 
Contributed to Family Search  by dkloveless@gmail.com on 18 May 2013 

The original concrete slab is about 7 feet long and 3 or 4 feet wide which means it should be visible from 
satellite imaging. Note, I say “visible”, which is not the same as “recognizable”. I’ve concluded that the 
markers are at: 41°09'54.7"N 110°52'10.1"W or: 41.165194, -110.869472. 

If you put these numbers into: https://maps.google.com/ it will show you a location that is within 10 
feet of the markers.  

 

I could also put these numbers into my cell phone and walk there, but since I live in Pennsylvania, it 
might take me a while. That’s a joke, but it is probable that Mary Gibson Lewis did walk most of the way 
to Evanston, WY, though, she started this portion of her trek in Salt Lake City. 

  



Click on the “Layers” window in the lower left corner of the map and you get: 

 

Now to verify that I’m right in my assessment, consider the following photo that was taken on June 5, 
1967. 

 

With Google maps, go to: 8876 WY-150, Evanston, Wyoming 



 

Zoom into this place I’ve marked with X 

 

 



Here’s your street view looking east.  

To the left is a Pioneer Monument  

Pan to the right and you will see this hill. This is the place we want to study. 

 
The above photo was taken in October 2021. With Google Maps, we can go back in time to October 
2007 when the fences and house did not exist. 



 

Concentrate on the hills and valleys to the right. 

 

Now, compare the shape of the hills from 1964 to the photo from 2009 in this composite photo.  

 

Not a bad match, considering the two photos were taken 225 feet apart. Can there be any doubt that 
this is the correct location?  



 

 

 

I presented this information to my dad, Ray Haroldsen and he agreed that those two white patches were 
the markers. He had been there in 1967. 



 

 


